[Significance of osteoporosis and the functional state of the joints in elderly patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
The author distinguished significant factors characterizing the state of aged patients on the basis of the complete mathematical analysis of clinical and clinico-laboratory symptoms in 376 patients with rheumatoid arthritis. A diagram of interrelationship between these factors has been drawn up; the author also determined the role of osteoporosis in the assessment of a number of clinical symptoms, in particular, intensity of pain, and constraint in the morning and outlined the ways of improving medical aid to patients of old age.